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“Rubb has been our go-to supplier 
for fabric structures for over 25 years 
and the service and quality have 
never disappointed.”

David Paquette 
Safety-Kleen Systems

“We are quite pleased with the 
structure and the bright, functional 
environment it provides for our 
activities.”

George Lang 
Stevedoring Services of America

“If I have a need for a high-quality, 
low-cost relocatable structure, I think 
of Rubb first.”

Roger Brewer  
Lockheed Martin

Rubb port and marine buildings provide  
maximum flexibility for bulk cargo storage solutions.
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We help you achieve  
low-maintenance, 
usable space at 
reasonable cost. 

With nearly 50 years of global experience, 
Rubb is a leading manufacturer of temporary 
and permanent storage warehouses and  
port facilities.

The entire Rubb system—from design to 
fabrication, delivery and installation—is 
engineered to be reliable, adaptable, 
and easy to implement in demanding 
environments.

Rubb port and marine facilities feature 
a well-engineered, corrosion-resistant 
structural steel frame system. They have 
crane-moveable design capability. We offer 
shipyard buildings to enclose fabrication 
projects, as well as climate-controlled, 
movable shipboard structures.

Rubb buildings have long life spans, and we 
have equally long-lasting customer service, 
before and after the sale. We also offer 
leasing and financing options.

Insulate your building with THERMOHALL®

THERMOHALL® is highly resistant to tearing, 
stretching and movement under load in 
harsh weather conditions. It is securely 
fastened to the outside of the galvanized 
building frame and virtually eliminates 
thermal bridging and air infiltration through 
the building envelope.

For more details, please see the
Rubb THERMOHALL® brochure.
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The design and planning flexibility, speed of construction and cost-effective value of Rubb buildings provide 
port operators worldwide with a major competitive edge.

Low Maintenance and Durability

Our high-quality membrane materials and hot-dip galvanized steel welded frames deliver durability over 
time, making the average daily cost of a Rubb building more economical than conventional  
metal structures.

Energy-Efficient Roof Membranes

Translucent membranes allow natural daylight for a bright workspace, and the heat reflectivity of the 
white roof surface keeps the building cooler. Where climate control is required, optional THERMOHALL® 
insulation minimizes heat transfer, prevents condensation and virtually eliminates thermal bridging and  
air infiltration.

Flexible and Cost-Efficient Foundation Systems

Rubb buildings allow for modular design flexibility. Smaller-span Rubb buildings typically can be installed 
with relocatable foundations. Where concrete is required, the structural capability of the Rubb system 
usually allows for lower foundation costs than with other building types. 

Rapid Construction, Installation and Relocation

Our established supply chain streamlines coordination of delivery and installation and the ability to 
construct our buildings in a variety of weather conditions. Buildings can be quickly erected, dismantled 
and relocated due to pre-engineering and pre-fabrication. Many buildings are air-transportable for quick 
deployment. Relocatability means that these structures can be classified as equipment.

Proven Fire Safety Performance

Rubb buildings offer significant fire safety advantages over other building types, including lower risk of 
combustion, flashover and structural failure, even in severe fires.

Powerful and Customizable Features

Rubb buildings are designed for full code-compliance with respect to wind, snow and seismic loads with 
minimal deflection under load. They can efficiently interface with all types of door, ventilation and other 
systems and safely support high loads imposed by overhead cranes, ceiling-mounted HVAC and fire-
suppression systems, fall-protection equipment and other superimposed loads.

Comprehensive Long-Term Service

Rubb’s commitment to customer service continues after project completion and forms the basis for  
long-term customer satisfaction.

Advantage 
Points
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High-Quality Membrane
Rubb uses high-strength, heavy-weight 
coated architectural membranes from proven 
suppliers. Many structures are still in use 30 
years later even in waterfront locations.

Suitable for Difficult Sites
The flexible membrane and steel frame design of a Rubb building 
allows installation on uneven or sloping sites. The buildings also 
accept moderate differential settlement common at port facilities.

Superior Structural Frame
The backbone of a Rubb building is a well-engineered 
structural framing system, with the best corrosion 
protection system for a marine environment.

Complete Environmental Control
The membrane cladding of a Rubb building is continuously sealed to 
provide a weather-tight shell, avoiding leaky roofs. The buildings can 
be insulated, heated or air-conditioned as required. Rubb structures 
are uniquely suited for use as dehumidified facilities.

Customized Design
Rubb port structures can be equipped with lifting points, 
allowing the building to be crane-moved into position. 
These buildings can also be designed to be mounted 
on a track system to enclose or uncover work or storage 
areas at marine yards and dry docks.

Efficient Space Utilization
Rubb’s truss frame system allows for cost-
effective clear-span space and high vertical walls 
to suit customer needs. We offer a variety of span 
profile shapes and door system options.

Unique Fire Safety Features
The unique properties of the Rubb membrane allow for 
a safer, faster response by firefighters. The membrane 
self-vents to keep the structural steel intact after the fire. 
Covers can be replaced in a matter of days to weeks.

Technical Specifications
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When the Port of Chicago and end user Quebec Stevedoring approached Rubb for a building 
solution at the Iroquois Landing Terminal, they specified the following criteria: The building 
must be insulated, well lit, and tall enough to contain a large gantry crane to unload rail cars. 
Finally, the building must be able to support four large, high-speed fabric doors. 

Fortunately, Rubb’s port buildings can do all of this and more, providing dockside marine 
terminals with bulk cargo storage solutions that offer maximum flexibility with respect to 
multiple handling methods and configurations. Relocating and re-using these buildings is easy 
and economical. 

Following the timely completion of this structure, Rubb has gone on to install three additional 
liftable buildings at the Port of Chicago. Happily, this is a common Rubb experience—most 
sales come from repeat customers who have seen first-hand Rubb’s lasting quality  
and service.

“Rubb gave us exactly what 
was in the quote package. 
The engineering and drawings 
were accurate and well-detailed 
enough to enable us to design 
our own foundations and 
additional electrical system, 
and to lay out our equipment 
precisely from the design 
package.”

Francois Girard
Head Engineer and Project Manager, 
Quebec Stevedoring

Iroquois Landing Terminal
Port of Chicago, Chicago, IL
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Over 30 years ago, P.D. Merrill approached Rubb about constructing a cost-effective, multi-
functional building on the waterfront in Portland, Maine. The rest is history: seven buildings 
later, the Merrill Terminal, now owned and operated by Sprague Energy, is a showpiece for the 
utility and durability of Rubb buildings, which can withstand decades of Maine weather.

Merrill came to Rubb looking for a building that could handle differential settlement, a common 
situation in older harbors. Today, that first Rubb structure with its original fabric cladding still 
stands, a testament to the quality and longevity of Rubb buildings, as well as our ongoing 
commitment to customer service. 

The six other structures that joined the first provide further evidence that Rubb’s best 
customers are our satisfied customers. In P.D. Merrill’s words, “The Rubb product was by far 
more durable and more flexible, with lower maintenance, than conventional structures—both 
heated and unheated.”

Merrill Terminal 
Port of Portland, Portland, ME

When a fire broke out in one 
of Merrill’s paper storage 
warehouses, Rubb was able to 
help get Merrill back to business 
as usual less than one week 
later, complete with a new 
membrane. This was due in part 
to the properties of the fabric 
material of the building—there 
was no structural damage.
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Proven and respected engineering combining 
efficiency, durability and fire safety.

Contact us for more information.


